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ereheokrgis l  rc !c ! l ing !  r ! rc  l in . l  aborvro lL. rw.
m a d c t o r t h . 8 5  t \ n r l h c r c s l h . p u s h t i l f r o m i l

35 hc.onl  inù.s i Ì i rh  t  hc cnl  hùsr !sm of  !  f i lor . l { l
rn . l .  unvcrLrng hrs b.Lov. . l  mo. lc l t r r rn scî

l . rom. lark rnd.hrstv  L ' rphoafds th.  chrc l
.xcculnc o i  Cotru.  Yrchts tu l ls  out  tvcry lhrng
j iom keel l ìo l ts  to  qurd.r ! ts  Ì  le  k loNr txrct ly
$hiL i r  boî t  lhey re lòr  r rd cxp[ùrs how e]c |  orr
i {as cr ! l tcd on t l ìc  t rc t r r is .s  bccrusr  t l ie  bui ldcr
coul . ln l  1 ìnd r  pro. lurL o l  thc cxrcr  jng srr r ìd! rd
r  hcy i r . rc  Lookjng tor

^n. lhcr . jn  l i rs  r l rc  hcautyol  r  long f rn. l ing
hùr i ly  furya l i leConÌr r  $hobui ldLhe[onet
Lrrnrded vrchts o!  t |e  outsk i rLs o l  Ì ìome r t
F iurn ic ino lhevLrr inga hr îds on t  d i t id ìa l
. ru l t r l r rsh ip rpt rorch to î r ì  i r ìdustry  i r i  whiLh
qui .kr r  r rd Ìnorr  c l l i r ic r t  r rethol ls  luc l  thr  nass

trodu. t ior i  rnr !h jnc,  r rgurb l !  roùr . t i r ì ts  r t  t l ìc

But  Lhr l  is  nol  lo  s ly  lhey Lru i ld  jus l  r  hard lu lo l

i rh  a proùd inr  c  l l issrmo(nr i rdrg l i
prcs. . ts  !noLhcr l ! . ighLy lumt o l
sr ì rn lcss fcc l  l -ook h. rc  h.  s !y ! .
b lo i { ingol i  a  c lou. lo lduf  l ikc a.

bor ts  r  ! 'er r  l f  h . i .  ihry f  rodf  f  c  l  5 l  igg.r i rg
reng.  f rom 2r f t  t .  r rot t  rn. lùdrngîhr . .on.  dcs l l l
.L . rs lcs iv lor .on lhrson pag.49 br f  inrh.
mulntrm..1.  g. r  i  tcc l  lo fon.  o l  (  hcLr  t rodr . { \
L tcst  s ! r  . ( l rhc aor ìc1 62l lS,  r  lor r  vcrr  o lLdcsgn
bui  oncrvhr .h h is  I  numhcrofr . t . r .s1 i fg t . i ì lur . i
lhst  tc . l f ì . r .urr .nr

\ v  L  .  ( ,  . . ,  I  o . l .  r , ( ,

Nrîcrs lor r.asons rhrî ivrl f robnbly hccom.

l t " r L , i  j i  
" l

) '  r  ' i  ' L  i l  '

sr loor  l l ì ! l  prov.  r .c ! l  sc l l i r ìg  ] lo Ì r t
fh .  sunbalh ing ar . !  domirr t jng lh .  cn l r rc  r l t

dc.k is  larg. . .vcn b!  l t r  ian s l rnd!n ls  rnd mrv
gnrc rn indr . ! i ion o l  h. rw!rnr  Mi . i  t inh,r {  brr l
t h i s r l L l r t t s h y d  u l i c r L l y t o . c ! c r L r N h o t t r n g
. l i r ìg l ìygrngc

Thishl ,out  $orks\ !L l lh !  br in t ing t |c  $hccls
lbf fa .yctst i l l ler l iDgr l ] rgerDd!r ] r '
conlòr t rb l t  rockpi t  l Ìee o j  sr j l i r ìg  srstc t r ìs  xnd

t l l
loLs o l  sprcc rn. l lLght  doi !n hc low r . r l thr . .
c n  s u i l r . J b i n s m x k c s c n s j b h u s . o l s p r . c  N h i l c
lcrv ingrooùr lbr !bugccrrwLrbin in  lh .  bo{s

a
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:
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0r{ Trsr c0MrT 62Rs

Solid undersail
^ cer t ] in  aÌnount  o l .haos cn$rcd and
. ì  grer t  c le! lo l  vo luble I la l ian as l i r too
mrny cre\! le.ìpt lo graptle !vìth a twistcd
spinnakrr  BUL dcspi tc  th.  thcatncs,  I  was
inrme.lial.Ly struck bv how powerfiliìrjs
2r  tonnc d.s i8n is .  thanks io  a generous
sai lp lan.  bahnccd bya:  1m l :kcc l  l  hc
fully bal L Ène!ì mîi! provi.leJ signilìcant
grurìt Lracke.l up by r ro5 pe r ceni gcno!

lhe wrap sor ted ànd Ìv ì th rvhiLr  sa i ls  ut .
rve beB.ìn makúrg7 5 knols in 9 r2knotsof
l rue wind aL 21 27 '  to  thc af  parcnt  \ ! rnd
Tìrc Com.t  62RS pointcd r .asonabLywcl l
rnd Làckcd obcd icnt ly t hrough 8s' albcit
rvirh more th:rî margúi:ì I load on lhc hcln

C!O À\assimo Cuardig l Ìw.sn t  happv
w irh the iìgures, conclud irìg thàt n dìrLy
bol tom could hîve dep. j led us ofup to
a kroL Epoxy construction in.l sandwich

bulkheads refl ect Lhe nnportancc of
performanceto they,ìrd, which build somc
very successlul cruiser riìcers,.ìnd this
model had the optionaÌ ca rbo.ì rig cr rbon
rudderstock and bhdc.

Once the crew had finished playingwith
the hydra ulic b.ìcks lay. outhaul vang ctc.
\{e were up1()8 knoLs Speed $asn t such
aconcernlor lne th is  is  a cru is ingbort
attcrali more importanlly, she exhibited
a soljd. d ependable penbrma nce

I laving both the main a n.l primrries to
hand rs very useiul fbrshorl handcd
s:riIng, but the cenÌìan Ìna inshccL sct up
isn I ìdeal as thewinch€s rre behind thc
hclm ! hjscrealestv\o problenìs yoLrhrve
to look away trom rhe sailswhen easjng/
work ingthc!vrnch.  and i t  s  unnelvrngto s i t
upon ihc coaming right n€xt to the
Ìnainsheet and iis associrtecl loads.Id

thcrclbrc question how comforÌrble iL
ùould bc io hclm at heelforlong pcrio!ìs if
vou r{crc lbrccd to sland at aningle. Crerf,
mcanwhilc. havcthc bcnefìtol hfting tlìe
tablcs l ighdyloprovideauselu l fooLbrace

I Ìclmrng rvith thc genmker up {as !erlr
rcwarding and wc recordecl 9.5 knoÌs In a
l:orcc4at 8o 9(J" At this close a ngle rhe
62RS is  an.n lovablc ndc.  powcr l i ìyc lwÍh
notrblc grit from t hc carbon ruddcf bladc

r ì lowìng hcr to lu f fup and takc a pul f ,
bctbrc cxccuiìnga bjg bcar arvay to carry
thcepparcntwrnd n jcc ly .

Wiih t l1c chutc snuffcd. Lhc ! fl erÌroo n
brcczc toppcd |orcc4and 2() knots ovor
thcdcck lhelognowshoi{cd 8.5 g knots
uprvin.lat 25' atpar.nl !cryrcspcctablc
figurcs !n.Ì. comb in.d with an cnjoyab lc
helm ing sensatìon. ì1 was casy io cnv isagc
.crching likc this lora long passagc

16 \ ' \ ( ì rn\ ( ;  l \  oRI  D. l l  t ì  10| l
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Spoilt forchoice
\ \ j I i lcn]o\ t  or ' r t r i  ù l ì t  l ì r  r  io iwrrr l  ùr r \ r . r
c r L i r ì J r i r l t u o . r ' t o r  s ! i t . \ ! ! r L h r (  . \ ! ( r h i f
Ì . r r f i ì Ì ! ì . t l ì r r r r s . L  r l . J r ! r . c  o l (  h o r . .  i f
I  r .n  \ ' f ì i  rusLonrr i roJt ls  r r r ìc  l i ì r  c \ rùr l , l (
h !LLr  s . I i r r r .  ! . r l lc !  (o tJOrt  Nhcr t .Ls t l ì r  tcs l
hor Ì  hr( l r inr i  s t , r rborr ! ìgr l [ \  ]cq! tsr .L l
r l  h . rorvr . r  u  ro N.rs tJr r \  ior r ] \ 'x  r i ro(o.
ìùÌ . r  r r \ l  f ì . r i  ì  \  .Lr t . r5 ro r

, \  hr ! ! l r l ìS ùro!L l \  rc Ì , r . !Ùr l  I  o f r r r \
. r L  r i . r  f . , L ì f f f i t r r L r ì . \ r r . 1 1 i  r \ r  N r l i
I  r r  b i lq . r  nr  ro l l r .L l ì f r  Nr t l r r  !o  ùtùr !L \1,
hc l i  { r l  h . rL l r . .m r l r . r  rJ  t l ì r  r I r ìg l Ì !  g t r r rgc.

C.  le ) '  lhe  ównefo f th . t€9 t  boat  had ordered a
sma I gal ey,with high wórk5!ria(ee, butth-"re!
s t i l  a  use fu  a lcovenrea,  p  en tyó ls towaScand
3pace ior ìh ree f  r ldges  and J f  reez- " r

. l J l  , ,  r j  r  r  '  I  I  i  ,  I  j  i  .  I  !  I  r  .  :  j j  i .  ; ' 1

th(  lor \ ' . ì11 l ! ib i r ì  rvof ls  best  1or . rn or{ner 's
5! i {c  l ìe  {est  horr  wrs l in ishcd in s jmpl€,
r rLufu lo! l  hut  ̂ rn . in !n (  hcr Ì1 '  ú  s tandrrd

^:  ì !LLcx!  r r r \ed conr fanion\r i )  mrkes
o r r \ ! l ( o ù r  f g e n t r r r ì ! e i r r r o a L ! r g . s a l o o n

h x r h c ,  . n a l r L r r l h g l ì 1  l h e s o h  j s . r r s c d s o
,r 'oLr  (  r r i . f  ( ry  I  hr  l rLe\ !  s  Ì rer ì  s l  lnJ ing {h ich
r . \ Ì r . ( i r  r f l f r \ ì r1  ù| ldersr i l  l lngr .c

l , ì11. . (s  r i r l l rnks r f t  f r r . lominrnt  y
,  or ì1. ì  r rcr l  ur ì r ler  the sol .  lcrur .R row.qe
,oonr rn l f r l ren( l ìes

^. , .$  lo1 reengir )e hr) r iscx.c l .n î  i rs  r l l
l [ . roL|hoar( ]s l l ì  the t tu ìubl .  is  rh! r rhrs

so! ls  ut  thc maÌontvof  th .  s i loor ì  xcL.ss.
nr l ing i t  n .ar impossìb lc  forr  s l j t ) t ,cr  lo  r lL)
rnv scúi.c$rorkil,hilo thc orvnrr is rborftL
Thc l rc l l  . r .cùrcd rnsul . r t ro!  is  f i  rs t  chs\

l i l  wrnt  to  bc !h lc  to opf  ù 1 l ìc  loN! tu1
to. rchroot  \v indo\6 tor lc l r t r l i l ior  ̂ \  iL  is
Inrr ic  is  uscd to rbsorh îh.  nro\ , . r Ì rcr t  oJ
lhe 2cr ì  rh iLt i  \ , l . i lows.  but  thc 1ìn is l r  o f  r l ls
\ ! rs  p. ,or  rnd somc or  rnr  pJncs lvr ic
lookjng hìcd rnd f r i ìzcd r fLcr .cr r ly  thrcc
!cr .s  ' lhcrc ar . lar !c  hr l rhcs i r j l l j r
corchrool .  bul  r  nrc lhor lo l  lo t l i r ì t  t l i rsc o l l
. r t  l r r iousrn i r l .sNou d b vc l roI r r  lcro

5r  oo i / f  i vn r t ion  an  ex tens ion to the tab le
àlowseiSht tosit around it in riry.omfort.
Otherwke,thesa oon is ratherconseruative lhe
inear  n rvs ta t ion  boas ts  a  huge.har t tab lewi th

arevov ings ìoo  wh ich lun i fedmyd is l i ke fo r thk
type bydeta .h ingdur inB oùrsea r  a  e .  But there !
amplespaceforp  o t te6 ,s . reenrand i . i t rument5 ,
and thec i r .u i t ry  in ra l la t ion  G inpr .$ ive .



Master cabin lhis issizeable and @mfortable,wlth
a bundant oak veneer and joine. wolk, and I liked
the way featurct haE beén mrde ofthe structure,
litebeamsina@untrycofta8é.rherealsomakeit
very solid GtringeR used as shelvet for example).

De5pite a larSederhead hat<h, hullwìndowe
would b€ appEciated for extra light.stoMge is
tood,particularly in werdrobes aft on ea.h ride,
and theen-5uite it champlon, ir.luding a stand-up
shower with sepaEte rainfa ll showerhead abwe a
séaland a la€e,deep sink area.

Aft cabins ldentical,with amplé spacè,thete each
featufetwin berth5 that ute thespaewell- but
moutÌtinSthese on 6ih to join into do!bléswould
be a rugSettlon. Natural light it fne, althoú8h
again a hull wlndow wou ldn't go amiss, and
practical stowage is conf.ed to one ward robe a nd
a thoe lockerlhe€n-suitet are an eeéúial
comfort o. thh sizeof boat and ea(h has its own
sepaEteshowerwith seat.

rhe.rew cabin is.ertainlyoneof the la€ert l'!e
5een on a boat under75ft and about theonlyone
in which I wouldn'tfèel too claustrophobi..lt has
two sepa.ate beÉhs, a head/rhd€rand prcpef
lowaEe, so wall twallow all seìre ,nd f€nde6, at
well aethe crew't kit, if n*essary.

||ilIESI80MrT62RS

Passion for the practieal
The ltalianfrm ofComar have an old-fashioned philosophy in these dals
ofmass productíon, but there's othing old-Íashioned about their range
and quality of models . Tbby Hodges investigafes

ls*r:fir;#;ri:i;"
Rome, I couldn t help making comparisons
vrith my father-inlaw, who has a boatyard
a littlelikethis ona much smallerscale.To
thecasual obse erit maylook alittle-
how can I put thÌs Ìvithout fear of family
fall out-chaotic, butl know thatatany
given moment he'll be able tolay his hand
on a certain jig or section of ieak and tell
you exactly wbere it came from.

Despite the comparatively disorganised
nature of the Comar yard, a similar
hands-on, do-anlthlng approach to
boatbullding has meant that, during rhe
downturn when mid-size production
Fcht sales have suffered, the comet brand
haskeptaloyal customerbase.

Byexpandingtheircustom lineto its
limits, Comarnow produc€ a staggering
rang€ of boats, currently spanning
2rft rooft. includjngthreeone design
classes, with a proposed t25ft pro ject.

Clients obviousìy appreciate their
can-do philosophy, hence comar enioy a
high level of brand loyalty. Two years ago
they were producingTo-8o boats a year,
butalthough numbersaredown,the yard
h:ve "been able to tuLfill the demand ofthe
semi custom owner'laccordingtochief
executive Massimo Guardigli.

While Sergio Lupoìidoes the naval
architecture for comets beìow 35ft and

Chief ex€cutive Massiho cua rdìgli with his wife
Flavia who heade up the intèriorde5ign team

Andrea Vallicelli for those above, in the
offi ces overlooking the factory fl oor
Guardigli s wife Flavia heads up thedesign
team for interiors and details Massimo
likes towo*wlth his hands and build
things right,"Flavià told me, butwehadlo
tellhim to stop when hewantedto start
bui ld ingmasts i "

Comarbegan life 5()years ago ln Forli on
the eastcoast (lnitìaìlyunderthename
Sipia)andwere oneofthe first yards to use
glassfibre.Whenthe Vande Stadt and
Fìnot-desjgnedComer 9ro launched tn r971
and went stralghi out ro win rhe Mjddle Sea
Race. worktook offand more than t,oooof

tÀc[ÌtN(; \voRLD JUtl 20fl 49
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th€ marque were sold overthe ncxt 15yean
Thecomet 8o1,1r ,  r3 and Ufo l lowed,and by
r989 comarhad l6oemployees, producjng
an incredible l45 boatsayearwitha
reported 25 billion lire turnover.

But with thedownturn inthe late
Nineties, comar s business declined.
cuardigli boughtthe brand and rcmaìnìng
Comet hulls and relocatcd to the old Ch rìs
cralì shipyard in l'iumicino Achampion
wjndsurfer, cuardigli had opened Rome:
first sailboard shops beforebuildjngup the
Media Ship brokingcompany he stiLl owns
with his brother Alessandro. Guardiglì
commìssioncd vallìceìlito desìgn a new fast
cfu iserwi th a spacious in ter iorand the
comet 51s was born. from which comets
sports line has evolved.

comarcontrnue to produce dependabìe
fast cruisers and racingyachts today
Vacuum bagged ajrex sandwich foam is
now used with cpoxy vinylesterresin and
the boats are built to last "Everylh ing is
ovcr-dimensioned.from lhe lainless to the

staìnlese eteel.leate made on the premÈes

deckgear,"expìa inscuardig l i ,  becausewe
wanI theboats safe in any condition Ile
maìntaìn s thal the màjority of the
investment is hid den in lhe conslruction,
which makes for the end qualily ofthe boat,
and rhelite.alure on thecompany s websile
isveryanli mass production

For the last three yea rs comar hav€ been
building theirsmallerboats (2r35footers) in
Poland Guàrd igli juslines thed€cisjon,
saying, ìn Poland you can doa good job like
lhis at a good price"Theirconnectionwith
Poland stems from the specialist lamination
workef s rhey've employed over 15 ycars

Without doubt, a lot ofwofk stjllgocs
in lo the smal lef  boats ( r ,ooo man hourson
the 2r, for€xample).This looksljkean
excitinSone design class, whjle a Comet 31,
due 10be introduced at theGenoa show in
october, also looks promising.

A combination of these high-turnovcr
small boats and lafge custom projects seens
to be en s urjng thc Comet brand prospe.s

s0 \,\( tflrNr; \\oRr,l) Jtìf-\ 20

De5ign€d bystudiovalli.elli

I wondered whether a fouFyeaFold design
would beshowingìts age, but I ca me away
impreetedwiththècomet 62RS.ltwould behard

to tneóf  her l ine t ,andthe innovat ion  in  her

layout, paticularlythe dlnghy garage,codpit

andcrew<abin keep hermodish.

The qualityoi herbuild be.oh€s obvious
whenyóu eail h€rHerîttinge,l knowfronthe
yard visìt,are rob!stly ènSineered, even
oveBized,which booets conf dence.She prcwd

ewading ard powerf ul,with a good tuh of
pa.eand a comfortablecruiein8 motion.Th€
price reîects a véÌy completé spec, includang
botr4hrurter,watermrkerand genret.

lhecan doattitudeof the ltalianl.ardto
build whatthey want howth€y want and at
whatever sketh€ywant ìnjectr cha6.ter, roul
and quality irtothei boati, I worrythat,with
such a larye€nge,theyarcjugSlinga lot bal15in
the ait but if youle after iomething a little le$
run of the mill,partìculadyawao-water

iser with r@pe for your own custom input,
lf 5ayitcould betìmetothinkltalian.
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